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U.S. Expected to Require COV1d 19 Tes(ts*f\oﬁgf
All Internatlonal V1s1!:0rs ‘ H e,

-
Directive would expand a CDC order“that‘:

passengers from the U.K. i g,ﬁ %M[ i‘%;. “%g‘ QJ

A Covid- 19 testmg reqmrement for aII i ternatlona fEvelers is expected to go into effect Jan. 26.

By Michelle Hackman and Andreui‘@”é"‘“iuccza
Updated Jan.12,202112:55 pm ET © ¥ '

Listen to this artlcle%{ = ?'i :
3 minutes & B .

The U.S. governmen’c is Ee%pecte&x tﬁ?eaulre all mternatlonal a1rlme bassengers to show

iy £

F{ 55 r
proof of a negatlve Cei}id 19 tiég : lggfgre boafrdmg ﬁlghts to the country, people famlhar

with the matte {e sa1 ‘-“*'e‘{

A f I
The U.S. Cefi s?ers f@r Disease Control and Prevention i 1s planning to issue 1ts order as soon
as Tuesday, followmg weeks of discussions among federal agenc1es and the White House
coronavirus task force, The order is expected to go into effect Jan. 26, accordmg toa



person familiar with the matter. The CDC and other administration officials were Stlﬂ
finalizing the order. ’

The CDC order for universal testing, including for U.S. citizens returning from abroad
e
requirement comes weeks after the Trump administration on Dec. 24 unplemented‘aﬁ, v

b

testmg requ 1rement for travelers from the UK. amid rising concerns over, a 1o

conﬁrmed i1
E& ‘%@m’

The U.S. requirement comes during a difficult time for the av1at10n mdustry and

international travelers who face a thicket of varied testing ﬁ,@ljggtocols an"a quarantme

requirements around the world, including public health adms%%i’es urgmg people to stay

home to help limit the virus’ spread..

U.s. alrhnes have voiced support for the new requlreme t, b ' ‘é'{ve argued that ramped-
up testing protocols should take the place of travel res{? "ct1ons and quarantines to reduce
the spread of Covid-19. st '

The Canadian government re tlypegan requiring 1ncom1ng international passengers to
i yidIg test before boarding a flight to Canada. An airline trade
group in Canada sald th rulé wpuld be challengmg to enforce

R

Mr. Calio alst said'the requirement should take into consideration countries where
testing is limited, and he suggested the government make rapid testing available for the



st

effort. He also touched on other complications—such as what to do with passengers who
| make short mternational roundtrips.

The U.S, currently bans travelers from certain countries, including the UK., Eurepe and
China if they are non-U.S. citizens or permanent residents. And Americans are baﬁ red-_

from visiting many countries, including most of Europe.,

' AR RN '
Before Covid-19 infection sufges &re cent f'nonths t@both sides E’)f the\ Atlan c, U.K. and
U.S. officials had been workmg on a so- called travel corridor tha%;vould%ﬁord;passengers
shortened quarantines after mandatory tests before departure4nd@gter arrival avoid
\ 7
quarantmes For now, airlines have started to introduce testing protoco S'on certain

routes that could eventually dovetall with international agreemg%gs to av01d quarantmes.

#

—Alison Sider and Andrew Tangel contributed to thzs&; e.

Write to Mlchelle Hackman at Michelle. Hackman@wsgrfcom an Andrew Restucc1a at
Andrew, Begtucaa@ws_] com
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